I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for
the Jew, then for the Gentile.
For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a
righteousness that is by faith
from first to last, just as it is
written: “The righteous will
live by faith.”
Romans 1:16-17
The Reformation was not
about anything new, but about
returning to the unchanged
and unchanging truth. So it is
still today. The celebration of
the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation is not a time for
novelty. It is a time to return:
to the truth, to the basics, to
the foundation.
Do you remember the Small
Catechism? Many of us were
made to memorize the catechism (or at least part of it)
during our Confirmation clas-

ses. Some of us might have
The catechism teaches the
even suffered through a public fundamentals of the Christian
examination over its contents. faith: the Ten Commandments,
the Lord’s Prayer, the
How much do you remem- Apostles’ Creed, the Sacraber? Say it with me: “I believe ment of Baptism, the Sacrathat I cannot by my own rea- ment of the Altar and the Ofson or strength believe in Je- fice of the Keys and Confessus Christ, my Lord, or come sion. This small book is well
to Him…” Can you finish? Do worth your time and study.
you remember where that is
found? (It’s in Luther’s expla- May this celebration of the
nation of the Third Article of 500th anniversary of the Reforthe Apostles’ Creed.)
mation be a time when we return to the Word and SacraIt’s time to return. Luther
ments, when we turn to Christ
wrote the Small Catechism for and His love. It’s still all about
the instruction of laypeople.
Jesus.
Luther intended the Small
Catechism to be used at
Have a most excellent Octochurch and in the home to in- ber!
struct children in the faith and
to reinforce the faith in the
hearts and minds of adults.
There is no better time than
in this year of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation
to review the catechism.
Read it for yourself. Refresh the theology in your
mind. Pray the catechism daily. Memorize it.
But even more, teach it. If
you are a parent, teach it to
your children. As you have
opportunity, share it with your
friends and peers.
Our Mission:

And lest
Katie be
forgotten...

